OIA ready for chemical-biological incident

Photos by MOURA STEINBERG

Two inflatable air tents provide separate decontamination areas for male and female casualties as part of a new
Mass Casualty Decon System at Ontario International Airport. The decontamination system can clean 700 peo-

ple per hour.

Airport first in country to
get decontamination system

By JIM STEINBERG
Business Editor

Ontario International Airport has become
the first airport in the nation to get a high-
tech portable decontamination system that
can clean 700 people per hour of biological
and chemical toxins. ]

The Los Angeles World Airports, which
owns and operates Ontario International,
bought three of the $220,000 Mass Casualty
Decon Systems and' gave the first to Onta-
110.

The system, which is housed in a trailer
and pulled by a Ford F-450 crew cab diesel
truck, would be used in the event of an in-
dustrial accident or terroristic incident
where large numbers of people would need
decontamination.

Peter L. Drinkwater, Ontario airport
manager, said Thursday that he viewed the
system as an asset for the Inland Empire and

it would be used outside the airport if
needed.

Two others are expected to be in service
at Los Angeles International Airport by the
end of this year, said Dick Taylor, emer-
gency preparedness coordinator for
LAWA. .

The decontamination trailer, manufac-
tured by Modec Inc. of Denver, was dis-
played for the first time Wednesday night
behind the old Ontario International Air-
port terminal during a board meeting of
LAWA commissioners.

For a decade, Modec has made smaller -

versions of the system for Army and Ma-
rine forces. More recently, fire departments
in cities that include Seattle, Atlanta, San
Francisco and Jacksonville have purchased
them, said Brian Kalamanka, Modec presi-

See TRAILER/AZ

Capt. Michael Allomong
of the Ontario airport
fire/rescue demonstrates
using a scrub brush to re-
move contamination on a
mannequin inside one of
the Mass Casualty Decon
System tents.
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